
 

 

Jarrettown United Methodist Church 

1460 Limekiln Pike 

Dresher, PA 19025-1116 

Join us for Lenten Services 

Palm Sunday - Special music at 9:15 & 11 am Worship  

Holy Thursday - Seder Dinner & Service, 6 pm in       

Fellowship Hall 

Good Friday - 12 noon Worship Service  

 

Easter Sunday Worship - April 12 

8:00 am Traditional Worship - Friendship Center  

9:15 am Contemporary Worship  

11:00 am Traditional Worship  
 

 

 

 

Jarrettown United  

Methodist Church 

1460 Limekiln Pike 

Dresher, PA 19025 

215-646-4129  

  

JarrettownUmcOffice@gmail.com 

Jarrettown.Church 

 
 

Weekly Opportunities for        

Worship  

 

Sunday 

8:00 am Worship 

9:15 am Contemporary  Worship 

10:20 am Fellowship Hour 

11:00 am Worship 

 

Wednesday Night Informal  

7:00 pm Friendship Center 

 

 

In addition to every Sunday at       

8:00 am, Holy Communion is          

celebrated the first Sunday of  

each month at  

9:15 am and 11:00 am 



 

 

 

HOW TO LIVE A FRUITFUL, MEANINGFUL LIFE 

(Based on a devotional by Brandon Cox) 
 

There are only two ways to live life. Your way. Or God’s way. There is no third way. 
 

To put it another way, I can live my life the way I’m naturally inclined – in my own power, with my own resources, for 

my own agenda. Or, I can live my life in a supernatural way – in God’s power, with heaven’s resources, and for his 

purposes. And here’s the bottom line: Until you make a conscious decision to trust and follow Jesus, you’re living 

life your way. 
 

Paul put it this way in Galatians 5:19-21 (NLT): “When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results 

are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, 

jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and 

other sins like these.” 
 

Be careful. Anytime there’s a “sin list” in the Bible, we run two rather dangerous risks. One, we’ll start thinking that if 

our biggest struggle isn’t included, we’re okay, or at least we’re in better shape than most people. And two, we’ll use 

the list as a lens through which to view and judge others. Paul’s intention wasn’t to give us a comprehensive list of 

what qualifies as really sinful. Rather, his intention is to show us several things about our natural way of life – about 

life, my way. 

1) When I do life my way, I wind up doing things that are uncharacteristic of God’s Kingdom. 

2) When I do life my way, I accept a temporary payoff – like pleasure, power, possessions, or popularity – and I 

forfeit an eternal reward. 

3) When I do life my way, I miss out on God’s best and settle for what seems good at the time. 
 

God wants us, instead, to choose the second option. To live his way. And what does it look like when I’m living his 

way? Paul keeps writing in verses 22-23, a familiar passage to many: “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of 

fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

There is no law against these things!” 
 

When I’m living my way, the fruit is sin and death and destruction. When I’m living God’s way, the fruit is good and 

life-giving, both to me and to those around me. When I’m living under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, I’m loving, 

joy-filled, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-controlled. And now, more than ever, the world 

around us is looking for this kind of people. 
 

The Spirit-produced life is a vibrant adventure, filled with wonder and meaning. And the invitation to live life God’s 

way is wide open to you! 
 

Paul doesn’t just point out the difference between my way and God’s way. He goes on to tell us how to make the 

switch in verses 24-26: “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their 

sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 

leading in every part of our lives.” 
 

Three big words of instruction. 

1) Embrace the cross. Remember where you died to the old life, where your sins were paid for, where sin’s power 

was shattered – the cross. Relish in the love and grace of God – keep on embracing the cross! 

2) Submit to the Spirit. Moment-by-moment, breath-by-breath, learn to walk in step with and in continual 

communication with the Spirit of God. 

3) Enjoy the good life. 
 

Living in tune with God’s purposes is the only way to experience the life God intends to give to every last one of his 

children. Remember, you can do this! You can make a simple decision in this very moment.   

 

JUMC Children’s Choir -  Spreading Joy 

 

Our Children’s Choir filled our hearts with joy and love during their fall and winter performances. They 

will continue to sing and play the bells at the following  9:15 am and 11 am church services this school 

season.  

Sunday, March 15     Sunday, April 12 (Easter) 

Sunday, May 10 (Mother’s Day)  
 

The children practice every Thursday evening at 6 pm in the Children’s 

Choir Room across from the Music Room from September until May. 

All children are welcome to join us any time throughout the year. They 

practice singing and playing the bells for 30 minutes followed by a 

snack and seasonal activities/crafts. For more information, contact Lisa 

Durst-Hestnar at jumc.childrens@gmail.com.  

Check out our new and improved WEBSITE - Jarrettown.Church. Grab your phone or laptop and get 

information about upcoming events, worship information, even the weekly sermon! You can also check 

out the church calendar, log onto the membership directory, or donate on-line. This is a great resource to 

give to friends or family that would like more information at 

Jarrettown Church! If you have any questions about 

navigating the website - please contact Wendy at the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY—April 5th 

SPECIAL MUSIC PRESENTATION, 

featuring selections from 

GODSPELL—The Musical at both 

the 9:15 and 11 am services.  

GOOD FRIDAY—April 10th 

SPECIAL MUSIC at our NOON Good 

Friday service, feature the Bella         

Corda String Quartet, Chancel Choir & 

Cynthia Rasmussen, soprano  

EASTER—April 12th 

SPECIAL MUSIC at the                                    

8 am & 11 am Services.                                                     

Special Soloists, Chancel 

Choir & Brass Quartet  



 

 

Join Our Welcome Team! 
 

You are invited to join our Welcome Team. We have openings at 

each service for monthly greeters, ushers, hospitality and 

resource/tech team members. If you can make a monthly 

commitment and would like to get more information about what 

the responsibilities for each job entails, contact Nancy Bennett 

(cell is 215-450-4806 or email at mombryson3@verizon.net.) This 

ministry is an important part of our Sunday Services. 

Events for Youth in grades 7-12 — Our 2020 youth program consists of:  

Sunday night youth meetings are for all youth, but will also be preparation for youth who would 

like to be confirmed on May 31, 2020. These meetings are 6:30-8 pm and will include interactive 

activities. Upcoming meeting dates are March 8, March 29, April 19 & May 17. 

Service events – We will be volunteering at various organizations. Contact Jean Graber for 

information on upcoming events. 

Spring retreat – March 27-28; We will be joining the church movie night in the “Ark” followed by a 

firepit (weather permitting). We will be having breakfast and will participate in a service project 

Saturday morning. 

St. Georges UMC Time Traveler Tour – April 4th; We will travel on the church bus to Philadelphia 

to visit St. George’s UMC (the oldest United Methodist Church) for a special tour. We invite 

members of the congregation who would like to join us to rsvp to Jeangraber@gmail.com. 

All Youth are invited to bring a friend to any of these events. 

We had a great time learning about Christian 

symbols (in the shape of cookies). 

   We had a great morning volunteering at One House 

At A Time – making bedtime bags for children who 

will be receiving new beds! 

 

 

Looking to join a Sunday morning Adult Sunday School? Then meet us in the 

Resource Center at 9:30 am. For more information, contact Bud Brown, Marilyn 

Mansfield or the church office. 

A Minute with the Trustees  

The Trustees have kicked off 2020 picking up where they left off at the end of 2019. 

We will be using the beginning of the year to map out the capital projects we plan to 

undertake in 2020, along with scheduling regular maintenance activities. 

Two projects the Trustees are planning to start within the upcoming months are 

replacing the Sanctuary lighting and the Fellowship Hall lighting with energy efficient 

and brighter LED bulbs. These changes should add a lot more light onto Pastor 

Bob’s sermons. Keep an eye out to see if you can notice when these bulbs get 

replaced. 

The Trustees will be sure to keep you informed as we lay out other projects we expect to tackle in 2020. 

As always, we encourage input from all and welcome your feedback as we continue to make Jarrettown  

a welcoming place to gather and worship.  

The talents here at Jarrettown are plentiful. If your talent can help keep Jarrettown operating as a finely 

tuned piece of equipment, please reach out to a staff member or Trustee. 

In his service, Steve Hamilton, Trustee Chair 

A Minute on Finance  

What winter? Was there one? Are we still in it?  Wait, it’s almost official Spring and here we are rolling 

along into 2020 and all the exciting things the Church has planned for us this year. Our staff is stabilized 

and working well together, we have many groups, programs and missions doing wonderful things for our 

neighbors here and around the world and our congregation is loving and caring for one another as the 

Lord would want us to. 

We believe we are being blessed at Jarrettown and the past few years have borne that out. Our 

congregation has responded to the needs presented and in return the Lord has given us bounty upon 

bounty. In our last fiscal year 2019, we were able to end the year with a $23,000 surplus. As you know 

from past reports, that surplus goes directly to the Capital Reserve for major repairs and improvements to 

our church buildings and property.   

Let’s continue to work together for the future of our church and the many blessings given to us that will 

help us to grow the Kingdom. Your tithes and offerings make so many things possible for our future.  

Please continue to give generously for the work of your Jarrettown Church.  - Finance Team 

Red Cross honors Al Chamberlain 

The Red Cross presented Al Chamberlain an award for 20+ years of volunteering.  Al has 

been coordinating a rotating schedule for our area (including Jarrettown).  He has been the 

friendly face responsible for personally inviting people to donate, sending postcards, making 

phone calls and helping other organizations organize their blood drives.  Al will be stepping 

down and would love to have someone (or two) to train who may be interested in helping with 

the blood drives.  For more information contact Al or the Church office. 

about:blank


 

 

Family Playgroup: Building Friendships 
 

On Sunday, February 9, our family playgroup gathered in Fellowship Hall 

for some fellowship, moon bouncing, valentine crafts and a delicious pot 

luck lunch, including make-your-own heart-shaped pizza.  

The next Family Playgroup will meet in Spring 2020. More details to come. 

For more information about our Family Playgroup, please contact Lisa 

Durst-Hestnar at jumc.childrens@gmail.com or Lindsey Sachs at 

sachs.lindsey@gmail.com.   

Tween Time: Starting the New Year with Service 
 

The tweens started the New Year supporting many mission projects at the MLK 

Day of Service on Monday, January 20. Many of our tween members 

participated in making cards and bags for the homeless, teddy bears for 

children in need, a thank you treat for teachers and much more.  
 

At the end of March, they will stuff all the Easter eggs with candy for our Annual 

Easter Egg Hunt in April followed by lunch and fun activities in the ARK.  
 

For more information about our Tween Time programs, contact Lisa Durst-

Hestnar at jumc.childrens@gmail.com.  

JUMC Movie Night – Featuring Fun for All Ages 
 

Our next movie night will be held on Friday, March 27 at 6:30 pm in 

the ARK. This month’s movie will be The Lion King (2019 version). All 

are welcome. 
 

Beverages, popcorn and snacks provided. Please bring your own 

blankets, pillows, sleeping bags etc. Seating is available.  
 

A sign-up sheet is posted at the Welcome Center or contact Lisa 

Durst-Hestnar to register.  

Easter Egg Hunt: An Egg-mazing Time for the Family  
Join us Saturday, April 11 at 10 am for our annual Easter Egg Hunt.  

 
The children will enjoy an egg hunt, a visit with the Easter Bunny and other fun activities. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. Bring your family, friends and neighbors.  
 

The Egg Hunt is for ages 0 to 12. Please bring your own basket.  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help that day. For more information about the event 

or volunteering, contact Lisa Durst-Hestnar at jumc.childrens@gmail.com.  
 

Our Tweens will be stuffing the eggs on March 29 - could you donate some small 

wrapped Easter candies?  Donation box in lobby. 

 

 

JUMC WOMEN’S MINISTRY  -  The Women of Jarrettown 
 

Our 3 Circles are still going strong and growing. Priscilla Circle is one of the longest-running circles 

and still meets for lunch and devotion on the second Tuesday morning of each month at 11:30 in 

the Friendship Center.  
 

Martha Circle is a service circle, which meets the 3rd Monday morning from 10 - 12 in the Friend-

ship Center, and is responsible for monthly communion prep as well as hospitality for special events 

(funerals, dinners, luncheons, etc.). Their special mission is Laurel House which was a Mission of 

the Month in October.  
 

Along with helping with special events, Rachel Circle has made its mission Caring for Friends meal 

prep in Fellowship Hall on the first Monday evening of every other month where they assemble 80 

meals for the freezer. 
 

Contact the church office for more information about any of the Women’s groups. 

 

WAWA SHORTIE COUPONS  

MAKES GREAT EASTER BASKET STUFFERS  

5 for $20—Like hoagies? Then help us with our local missions fundraising. 

Coupons are available in the Welcome Center and church office.  

 

JUMC MOPS: Supporting One Another  
 

The Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) meet once a month to have fun, fellowship and some much 

needed mom-time. Thank you to our childcare volunteers…Debbie Ackerman, Maxine Tyree, 

Mona Schmidt and Louise Gribling…for making that possible. These moms enjoy getting to know 

each other and sharing their experiences of motherhood through fun activities. They also have a 

monthly playgroup in our Preschool room, which gives them quality time with the kids.   
 

All moms are welcome to join the group. If you are a mom, please 

join us, or if you have a mom in your life that would benefit from 

some quality time with other mothers, please share this information 

with them. For more information, please contact Lisa Durst-Hestnar 

or email the group leaders (Majalisa and Katelyn) at 

jumcmops@gmail.com. 
 

 

MOPS Pancake Breakfast – March 15 
The MOPS families will be hosting a Pancake 

Breakfast in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 

15 from 9 am to 1 pm. All are welcome. Please 

bring the family for some fun, fellowship and a 

yummy breakfast. Our Mothers of Preschoolers appreciate your support. 

Proceeds will benefit their group events and mission projects. Cost is $7 per 

person – children under 10 are free.  

about:blank
about:blank
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 NEWS from LIVING HOPE in KENYA 
 

I am sitting on the plane (on my way home) after a 2-hour van ride, then a small plane ride to Nairobi and 

now a plane to Amsterdam. My goal is to share with you about my visit with the children at Living Hope 

High School, but how can I? I’m tired beyond words. My mind is awhirl with memories. My heart is 

overflowing with love for the children and adults I left behind there. Tears flow as I thank God for the 

blessing of being His hands and your ambassadors there in Kenya. 
 

What a joy it was to be welcomed by all 88 students, lining the entrance to the school, clapping and 

singing as my co-worker and I arrived at the school for the 7
th
 time. The Boy Scout Drill Team performed 

an impressive routine and escorted us onto the campus. Work began the following morning at 8 am as 

we began doing the medical testing of all students and administering needed meds. We assisted the 

Kenyan Red Cross in teaching a class in CPR and First Aid during an 8-hour class. I taught an English 

Class and answered the students’ questions about America (one boy asked me if I know former 

President Obama.) One of the highlights of our stay was attending the Kenyan wedding of one of our 

graduate students. One thing I did NOT do was to accept the invitation to get down in the clay pit and 

stomp clay to aid the students in brick-making. That’s a story in itself!  Home visits, attending a local 

church on Sunday, praying and teaching as we interacted with those outside the school gave us the 

opportunity to share the love of Christ.    
 

Once back in Nairobi we invited all of the graduate students going to college there to join us for breakfast 

at the guest house for missionaries where we stay. What fine young people they have come to be…

confident adults, grateful for the chance to get out of poverty through their having had the opportunity to 

be at Living Hope…having high goals of helping their fellow Kenyans when they have finished their 

education. 
 

In eleven years Living Hope has come a long way, partly through the help we at Jarrettown Church have 

been able to give them. A quality Christian education has resulted in Living Hope achieving position #1 in 

the district, out of 46 schools. Of the 24 graduates last December, 17 got high enough scores on their 

KCSE (Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education) that they earned Direct University Entry. Over and 

over I saw how, without a doubt, quality education is vital in the fight against poverty. Situations in the 

area may be bleak, but Living Hope High School shines as a beacon of hope where students can escape 

crime, disease, hunger and go on to thrive in an environment of love and care. 
 

As I sat with Marilyn Uhl, the Founder and Director of LHHS, we talked of needs, of dreams for the 

future. I looked around me and saw improvements achieved since my last visit, done with money we at 

Jarrettown Church sent. Soon, during the month of April, Living Hope will be our Mission of the Month. I 

look forward to speaking to our church family briefly at services on March 29
th
 to share how we can once 

again help.   
 

I am reminded of the words in James 2: 14-17: “What good is it, my brothers, if 

someone says he has faith but does not have works? If a brother or sister is 

poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in 

peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, 

what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” I 

thank you for your prayers and words of encouragement before I left home. I felt 

God’s blessings on my efforts every step of the way. Now I continue on my 56-

hour journey home, filled with memories to last a lifetime (and anxious for a hot 

shower!)  -  Connie Damon 

 

 

Classes for all ages begin after the Children’s Moment at 9:15 am Service 
 

Classes: Preschool, Kindergarten & 1
st
 Grade, 2

nd
 to 3

rd
 Grade and 4

th
 to 6

th
 Grade  

 

Nursery Care is available during the 9:15 am and 11 am Services.  

The spring session of Sunday School begins Sunday, March 1 and runs through 

Sunday, May 31. On Sunday, April 5, the children will be making their butterfly 

habitats for the Easter season. The children love to watch their butterflies hatch 

and release them into nature.  
 

 

Offering: 

Thank you to all children who participate in the Sunday School Offering each week. 

The money raised continues to support Rebecca, our Compassion Child. Your family 

support is greatly appreciated. All Sunday School Classes have a collection basket. 

This is a photo of Rebecca with the items that she has been able to purchase due to 

your generous donations. Letters and photos from Rebecca are posted on the 

bulletin board in the Sunday School Hallway.  
 

Sunday School Check-In System: 

Just a reminder for parents/guardians to check in and sign out their children for Sunday School. The 

Check-In Chart is located in the lobby to the left of the Sanctuary doors. The sheets are in your child’s 

classroom for a quick sign out when you pick up.   
 

Teacher Needed:  

We are looking for a part-time teacher in the 4
th
 to 6

th
 Grade Classroom. If you have a calling to educate 

this great group of tweens and/or are interested in learning more about this role, please contact Lisa 

Durst-Hestnar.    

2020 VBS: Rocky Railway…Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through 
 

All Aboard!!!  This year’s VBS will be held July 6 to 10 from 9 -12. We are full steam 

ahead in our planning process. And, we are looking forward to another successful year 

teaching the children how “Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through”.  Our VBS offers preschool 

classes for 3 to 4 year olds, and elementary crews from K to 4
th
 Grade. All children will 

work in mixed-age crews and explore bible story adventures, science experiments, 

games, delicious snacks with a different bible theme each day. There is always 

something new to learn while the kids dance and sing to the music at the daily opening and closing 

assembly. At Jarrettown, we also offer a week long mission project, and an open house for parents on 

Thursday evening (July 9).  
 

Back again this year is our aftercare program offered by MoMentum Kids Club.  Aftercare is available 

from noon to 5:30 p.m. for an additional fee of $140 for the week – daily rates available. Registration for 

this program is separate, if you are interested in having your child participate, please contact Megan 

Mancke at meganmancke.momentum@gmail.com or 215-740-0689.  

Opportunities to participate: Lend or donate any train related decorations; Provide monetary 

donations for decorations and supplies; Volunteers needed for…Preschool Helpers, Crew Leaders 

(training provided), Bible Adventures Assistant Leader, KidVid station leader, Morning greeters 

For more information about registration or volunteering for this year’s VBS, contact Lisa Durst-Hestnar.  

about:blank


 

 

STAY CONNECTED! JUMC’s Online Directory!  

Contact the church office and we will be happy to give you a username and password so you have 

access to all the online directory has to offer! 

Once logged onto Jarrettown.ccbchurch.com (which is easy to access through the Membership     

Directory link at the bottom of our websites home page) you can explore - including JUMC’s Online 

Directory with the people tab.  After Logging in - you can check out your Personal  Giving 

Statement by choosing Involvement and then going to the Financial box (need help? Call the 

church office). 

WE would love to have an updated picture for the directory -   

stop in and we can take your picture or just email one to the office.  
 

Do you LOVE Jarrettown Church?  You can help spread the word! 

Invite a friend to come to church! Take the time to give a google review of Jarrettown.  You 

can rate the church on Facebook.  It also helps the church to like church posts and to 

share posts and events to your personal page.   

If you would like more info on how to do any of these items contact Jean Graber. 

MLK Day of Service – January 20, 2020 was a great success 
Thanks to the 65 people from JUMC and our community who came and helped with our projects! 

 We made a MLK Day collage poster – (see picture) 

 No-sew blankets for OHAAT– we made 16  

 Teacher thank you gifts – we made 60 

 Stuff teddy bears - To be given out by emergency personnel. We made 45 

 “Blessing bag” for the Homeless – we made 40 

 Make a Valentine’s Day placemat - for local retirement home residents 

 Make a “cheer” card to be given out with “Caring for Friends” meals 

 

Thanks to the “Martha” circle ladies for bringing delicious treats to share 

Thanks to Thrivent Members who donated for our project supplies 

Thanks to Springhouse Dentistry for donating toothbrushes for the blessing bags 

 

 

“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual   

fervor, serving the Lord” Romans 12:11 

 

The UMM of JUMC continue to meet the first Saturday of each month, 8 am to 

9:15 am in Fellowship Hall, for fellowship and breakfast. We’ve had some great 

presentations, including hearing from our own Mike Pancione on the concerns of climate change. UD 

Township manager Paul Leonard gave us insight into many things going on in the local township. And 

Steve Hamilton updated our group regarding JUMC Board of Trustees activities. Pastor Bob leads us in 

a short devotion and the food is great!! 

 

It’s important the men of JUMC get together beyond Sunday Services to strengthen our friendships,    

further our understanding of God’s plan for our church, and encourage each other to lead and participate 

in the many ministries and missions right here at JUMC that further God’s kingdom. We do this each 

month when we meet for breakfast. 

 

Join us this month, March 7th, when we welcome Rick Graber of Thrivent Financial. Rick offers his 

knowledge and expertise on the topic of tax planning for retirement. This is a purely educational event 

with nothing promoted for sale and no commitment beyond enjoying breakfast with other men of JUMC.  

Upcoming this Spring;  In April we will hear from Tom Kerrigan on the history of the Gospels, as well as 

PA State Representative, Todd Stephens, at our May breakfast. 

 

Come early at 7 am as Barry Rose leads Men’s Devotions the first and third Saturday mornings 

each month in the Friendship Center. Barry’s been leading this for years providing verses and questions 

for the group’s consideration that always lead to thoughtful discussion.  

 

From Acts 2:42 ..“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer.” Join us at the next UMM breakfast ….. And see where it leads. 

 

 - UMM of JUMC  

 

See Mike Pancione, or contact the church office, if you would like to volunteer to support 

OHAAT Beds for Kids program. We serve this Ministry by making deliveries the second 

Saturday every month so there is always a great opportunity to make a difference.  

 

 

Invitation to Join the 2020 Men’s JUMC Softball Team 

Our JUMC softball team is preparing for an exciting 2020 season of friendly competition with men from 

other churches and outreach to the local community. Players who are 13 or more years of age are      

invited to become part of the team. A limited number of players who are not currently church members 

may also join the team. 

We play a 12-game schedule, which begins the last week of April. Games are played 

locally (Mondauk Park or SPS Industries), take place once a week, and begin at 6:30 

pm. Men who would are interested and/or would like to learn more can contact Coach 

Ron Myers at 215-866-8789 or ronald.myers@jefferson.edu 



 

 

Laurel House first opened its doors in 1980 for the purpose of 

providing hotline and emergency shelter for victims of domestic 

violence. Now, nearly 40 years later, Laurel House has grown into a 

comprehensive domestic violence agency, providing supportive 

services, as well as dating violence and domestic violence prevention 

education throughout Montgomery County.  

Martha Circle and I would like to express our gratitude to you  for the wonderful support you gave us 

on our Mission of the month, Laurel House, in September. This was a much needed project for so 

many people who could not otherwise repair damage done to their homes or much needed work that 

they could not afford. Often we are looking at single women with families that have been left in 

situations that are very difficult, due to abuse, which is what Laurel House is all about. We were able 

to present them with almost $2,000 in gift cards for repairs, and cash. Again I wish to thank you for 

all your support. - Joanne Schuler leader of Martha Circle. 

 

The Jesus Victory Garden (JVG) needs your help in order to continue 

to provide wholesome produce to local food pantries, such as the 

North Hills Community Cupboard, which is staffed by volunteers from 

Jarrettown Church. Since 2011, we have supplied over thirteen 

thousand pounds of vegetables, fruit, and herbs to agencies serving 

our neighbors in need. In order to meet our goal of one to two 

thousand pounds this coming season, we urgently need volunteers to 

adopt one or more garden beds. Adopting involves readying the bed 

for its crops, planting, weeding, harvesting, and preparing the bed to overwinter at the end of the 

season. We usually plant in April and often have a later planting for our fall harvest, depending on 

the crop. Until the harvest picks up in June, gardeners typically only need to check their bed once a 

week to weed. After that, they will weed and harvest twice a week until the season slows down and 

we revert to harvesting once a week.   

We encourage children and teens to help in the garden.  This is a great community service 

opportunity that helps them learn how food is grown, see how their work benefits others, and build 

their college resumes. 

While we need people who are willing to commit about an hour a week for the whole growing 

season, we also need volunteers who want to help out now and again or even just once. Gardening 

is good exercise but not everyone’s desire. Less-intense, infrequent activities like counting seeds or 

plucking wild raspberries also help the JVG. Perhaps you’d like to weigh and/or deliver produce or 

weed a bed now and again. We can always use extra volunteers to set up the garden in the spring 

or put it to bed at the end of the growing season.    

There are other ways in which you can help, too. We are happy to pass on the extra produce from 

home gardens to those in need. Please contact me if you want to contribute from your home 

garden. We are hoping one of our friends of the garden will donate an all-weather outdoor chair or 

stool, preferably with wheels. Used is just fine.   

It is not too late to volunteer to help your neighbors.  If you are interested in quite literally seeing the 
fruit of you labor, please email Kati at JVGgrows@vivaldi.net.   

 

 

 
 

Remember the consulting firm we hired what seems like years ago, the Unstuck Church? Maybe it 

didn’t give us the roadmap we were hoping for but it did change the mindset of a lot of us and 

created more change than we think. We are continuing to implement and use some of the ideas that 

emanated from those meetings. 

 

Why do I bring this up now? Because as leaders we still feel “stuck”. One of the key metrics we use 

to judge our success is attendance. It’s certainly not the only one but it is the real tangible number 

we can use to project future success. We have been trying so many things over the past decade, 

and attendance did bounce up from the low but for the past couple of years the number has been 

plateaued. 

 

Council members usually go to committee meetings also to get a broad scope of the life of the 

Church. Our current attendance just barely makes the budget and struggles to supply the man/

woman power for our missions and ministries. 

 

In all of my readings and conversations there was one thing that plays the biggest role in increasing 

attendance. Want to know what that is? I tried to play that game last quarter and not one person 

responded so I’ll raise the curtain on the miracle pill to grow our Church. 

 

The single most effective way to increase attendance is to invite someone to Church with you. Stay 

with me! It doesn’t have to be the hard ask of coming to services. Jean and Lisa have created many 

activities, we have many missions and ministries. Go for the soft ask by talking about different 

activities that are happening at Jarrettown. It’s sort of like dangling the carrot to see if they bite. 

Excitement and commitment are contagious. Spread yours! - Greg Diehl  

Interested in becoming a Jarrettown Member? 

Upcoming new membership orientations 

are March 9 (received into Jarrettown March 

15) and May 11 (received May 17). Please 

contact the church office for information. 

 

Would you like a nametag to wear to service? Then fill out a card off of the name tag rack and give 

to usher or return to church office. 

 

Interested in learning more about the church? Then join us at an “Ask About Us” light luncheon 

and conversation with Pastor Bob. You get to ask whatever you’d like 

about our congregation, our church, or our faith. It’s a fun, easy, no-

pressure, no-commitment way to find out about us. 
 

Next luncheon April 19 at 12:15 - A sign up sheet will be in the 

Welcome Center. Keep an eye out for other upcoming luncheons - 

Please contact the church office if you have any questions. 

Got Questions? 

We Got Answers 

mailto:JVGgrows@vivaldi.net


 

 

Volunteering at the  

North Hills Community Cupboard 
 

“When we first started to volunteer a few years ago we did not 

realize the wonderful opportunity we would have to get to know 

our clients and interact with them. There are times when we are 

just filling bags with food, but other times when we can interact 

and hear about our clients, their families, and how they are 

doing. The food they receive is substantial and so are the meals and fruit baskets they get at holiday 

times. It is a wonderful feeling to know the clients will have an opportunity to share this special meal 

with their families. The bonus is the time we spend with our terrific team of volunteers. They are a 

devoted group who spend many hours every week getting everything together for our food cupboard 

day. We have many laughs as we do this busy work. God has blessed this devoted team and we are 

grateful to be a part of it.”  - Art and Peggy Romweber 

 

Our dedicated and caring JUMC volunteers continue to serve the low income families of the North 

Hills area. In 2019, we gave out 991 food orders, averaging food service to 20 families a week. When 

we first took over operating the NHCC in 2014 we served approximately 7 families a week. We now 

deliver about 7 meals a week to people who are unable to get to the cupboard. 

 

At Thanksgiving we gave out 38 turkeys and all the trimmings to our cupboard families. The 

trimmings were provided by generous donations from JUMC people. At Christmas we gave out 30 

turkeys and hams together with the trimmings. We also gave each family a gift box of fruit which was 

paid for by Thrivent Action Team funds. We also put together bags of vegetables. The children from our 

Sunday School classes did an amazing job of decorating the bags. Also the children in our NH families 

received Christmas gifts which they had requested. These gifts were donated by individuals through 

the Mattie N. Dixon Community Cupboard. Other additional help we have provided during 2019 

include help with the following: water bills, PECO bill, several beds through Beds For Kids, rental 

assistance, gas, clothing, phone repair, transportation and loans. 

 

Please pray for all involved in this mission- the cupboard 

families, donors, Jesus Victory Garden Gardeners, and 

NHCC Volunteer Team. If  you are interested in helping 

with this mission please contact Sue Baybutt 215-896-1529 

or Wendy in the church office. On behalf of the NHCC 

families thank you to all who donate or help in any way to 

this mission. Your generosity really makes a positive impact 

in the lives of low income families. 

 

Thank you to all  - The North Hills Community Cupboard Volunteer Team 

Upcoming Missions of the Month 
 

March - Jesus Victory Garden      April - Living Hope High School      May - Blessing Bags 

 

 

OHAAT Sew-Haat Ministry  

Sew-Haat continues to meet the first Saturday of every month to 

make pillowcases and no-sew blankets for the OHAAT Beds for 

Kids program. Thank you to everyone who made it possible for 

us to deliver 1042 pillowcases and 30 no-sew blankets in 2019!  

We are off to a flying start this year: we have 

already delivered 218 pillowcases and 21 blankets. When children 

receive a new bed from OHAAT, they also receive sheets, a pillow, a 

blanket (maybe one that you made!), a book, and a toothbrush. When 

the beds are delivered, the children also get to choose a hand-made 

pillowcase with a theme or color-scheme that they like. Please join in 

the fun on a Saturday morning to enjoy good fellowship and maybe 

learn how to sew (!) while creating a bright spot in the lives of children who have been in crisis.  

If you have any questions, contact Nancy Larsen - nancyglarsen@gmail.com or 215.915.5369.  

St. Philip’s UMC Community Meal  
 

The fall marked  the 20
th
 year of Wednesday Meal Outreach program. The mission 

of St. Philip’s church is to share with others the gift of God’s love through our meal 

service, witness and life together.  We are committed to sharing the good news of 

Jesus Christ through word and deed. 

  

Over the course of the past 20 years, the Community Meal program has supported and connected St. 

Philip’s mission to the Kensington community. We praise the Lord for his direction and support of this 

program in an area of homelessness, addictions and lawlessness.  
 

Thank you to JUMC for supporting the 2020 meal and cupboard programs. We are off to a good start for 

the SP Mission programs. We look forward to bringing God’s Love, Hope and Peace to our sisters and 

brothers in Kensington.     God Bless - George & Elaine Cahlink 

  

During the year We continue to collect the following food for the cupboard:  

Cereal, Tuna, Canned Fruits/ Vegetables, PB&J, and Pasta Products. Please leave items in the 

"Feeding the Hunger” box in the Mission Center. 

Join us May 9th at 10am for a rewarding, family friendly, volunteer service project. 

Jarrettown Church Fellowship Hall 

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial representative Rick Graber and our Mission Team 
 

We will be assembling approximately 300 - 500 individually packaged “Blessing Bags” for the homeless 

in the Philadelphia and surrounding area that will be distributed to needy and homeless individuals. The kit 

will contain basic healthcare and personal hygiene items including toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, 

washcloths, new socks, tissues, band-aids, hand wipes, etc. Once prepared, the kits will be distributed to 

local ministries and churches serving the needy in the community. Stay tuned for more information on how 

to sign up and to donate items towards this worthy cause. All ages are welcome, bring a friend! 


