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Opportunities for Worship
Each Week
Sunday
8:00am Worship
9:15am Contemporary Worship
11:00am Worship
Wednesday
7:15pm Communion Worship in
Friendship Center

In addition to every Sunday at
8:00am, Holy Communion is
celebrated the first Sunday of
each month at
9:15am and 11:00am
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LOOKING FOR PEACE
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace.”
(Luke 2:14)
As I write this, I have just heard about the terrorist attacks in Paris and wonder
what kind of world this is in which we are living. The angels bring a message of peace
on earth and we look forward to the day when we will be able to experience that
peace.
Where is this peace that the angels speak about? I am reminded of words that
Billy Graham wrote in his little devotional book, Hope for Each Day:
“The centuries have rolled by, and still the world longs for and looks for the
peace the angels sang about on that first Christmas morning. Even the land of His birth
often seems torn by violence and conflict. ‘Where is His peace?’ you ask.
“I’ll tell you where it is. It abides in the hearts of all who have trusted His grace.
And in the same proportion that the world has trusted in Christ, it also has peace. Yet
our world continues to be torn by wars and unrest…
“The greatest war of all, however, is the war between us and God, as we
stubbornly rebel against His authority and defiantly seize control of our lives apart
from Him. But now the war can be over, as we yield ourselves to Christ as our Lord.
Then we have peace – peace with God, peace in our hearts, and peace with each other.
Is the war over in your life?”
I pray that you will be able to experience the peace of Christ in your heart as
you celebrate Christmas this year. And may your celebration remind you that Jesus is
the Prince of Peace!

With this New Year, my hope is that you will find opportunities to
strengthen your faith, develop an even stronger relationship with
Christ, nurture your interests and make more time for fellowship. I
know that the choir and praise band members here at JUMC would
attest that our weekly rehearsals and experience in leading worship on
Sunday mornings do just that- and MORE! There are wonderful voices
in the congregation- I hear them every week! There are also not-sowonderful voices in the congregation- and you know what? It doesn’t
matter at all. It’s about lifting your voice and trusting that God will
guide you. There are many ways to become involved in the Music
Ministry of JUMC.
Even if you can’t commit to weekly rehearsals, there is a place for you.
The 8:00 service is in need of special music (vocal or instrumental).
The contemporary service would love extra singers from time to time or a new band member! The Chancel Choir often welcomes singers to
join us for special services- especially during Holy Week. Maybe this is
YOUR YEAR to give the Music Ministry A TRY! Or… pass this message
along to a friend in the community- he or she might want to join us!
We really are a welcoming bunch.

Blessings,
Sheri

Join us each Sunday during the Advent season, which begins on November 29,
as we prepare to celebrate once again the birth of Jesus. On Christmas Eve we will
celebrate the birth of our Savior with Candlelight Services at 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm, and
9:00 pm. Come and share in the peace and joy of the season!
God bless!
Pastor Bob
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AT LAST!
IN HIS STEPS

WHAT YOU’VE BEEN

“To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.”
(1 Peter 2:21)
God has blessed us in many ways here at Jarrettown Church, and it
is only natural to want to give something back. We have all pledged to
support our church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service
and our witness. The goal of the 2016 “In His Steps” program is to give
every member the opportunity to fulfill those promises.

WAITING FOR!
STAY TUNED FOR MORE ON….

After Christmas you will receive a packet with all the information
about this exciting “next step” of commitment to worship, prayer,
financial giving and service. We invite you to prayerfully consider how
God is calling you to serve in the life of our church. Mark your calendars
now for our next big luncheon following worship on Commitment
Sunday, January 31!
In Christian love,
“In His Steps” Planning Team

Need Contact info for a fellow JUMCer or info about your
contributions?
With Jarrettown Connect (aka CCB), our church information system,
you can not only access the online church directory, you can see and
print for yourself a listing of your giving for just about any time period
you would want, whenever you want.
Never been on Jarrettown Connect?
Go to Jarrettown.ccbchurch.com, click on the small blue words that
say Sign Up. Type in your email address and a link will be sent to you.
Once logged onto Jarrettown.ccbchurch.com , you can explore all it
has to offer, including JUMC’s Online Directory. Just choose the people
tab and type in the name of the person you would like contact info for.

After Logging in - to check out your Personal Giving Information:
CONTACT WENDY IN THE OFFICE FOR HELP USING THIS GREAT
RESOURCE!
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Nursery Care is available for infants through 2 ½ during the 9:15 Sunday worship service. Stop in the nursery for a brochure with nursery information and policies.
Cradle Roll Volunteers will mail regular newsletters to parents of new babies during
their early years. If you are the parents of a baby or know parents of nursery age children
from our church that would like to participate in this program contact JumcOffice@verizon.net
Join us for Sunday School after the Children’s Message during the 9:15 service.
Children ages 2 1/2-4 will be meeting in the Preschool room and children in K-1st
grade will be meeting in the Kindergarten room. Children in 2nd through 5th
grade will meet in the Sunday school room located in the mission hallway.
This November, the Sunday School classes made Christmas Cards to hand out to the residents of
several local retirement communities during our annual Family Christmas Caroling on December 6th.
The Caroling will be from 4pm-6pm, followed by a potluck dinner in Fellowship Hall (all welcome).
In December of this year, Becky Conrad and I will be starting a Children's Choir. The children will
be practicing at the church on Sundays, beginning on December 13th. We will rehearse with them
from 5:30pm until 6:15pm. This Christmas Eve the children are going to be singing two songs at the
5:00pm Family Worship Service. We are hoping to have them sing several times during the year,
especially on special holidays.
There are no specific activities planned for the Sunday School for January and February, however,
please look for signup sheets for our Family Ministry sponsored activities for those months.
God Bless, Vicki Zoscin, Director of Children’s Ministry
Jarrettown Church is pleased to announce the reviving of its Family Ministry. Every 3rd Saturday
of the month we will be having Family Ministry sponsored activities. These events will have various
scheduling times—Evening game or movie night? Morning crafts and pastries? Afternoon pool party?
Something to fit all our busy schedules!
This December we are kicking off the ministry and we will be making Gingerbread houses, followed
by a pizza lunch. In January we will have a Movie Night with snacks and in February we will be
making Valentine’s Day crafts.
These activities are for the entire church, not just families with children. Please come out and
share food, fun and fellowship with your church family at one or all of these events.
Upcoming Family Ministry Sponsored Activities—3rd Weekend Monthly
December 19, 10:30am - Build a Gingerbread House with pizza lunch
January 16, 6pm - Movie Night with snacks
February 20, 10am - Valentine’s Day Crafts with cookies and coffee

The offering collected in the children’s classes is for the sponsorship of
“Madina” through Compassion International. For more information about our
“child”, check the children’s ministries bulletin board in the lobby.

Thanks to:
The volunteers who babysit during the monthly MOPS meeting!
Our wonderful Sunday School teachers !! Our awesome nursery volunteers!!

This fall we were quite busy, we participated in the church-wide pray-4-u car wash, and
THRIVE took a special trip to help a foster family in Willow Grove back in October. Amongst
our work, including raking leaves, weeding, grass cutting,
and mulching gardens, we also got the opportunity to play
with some of the foster children as well as other children
in the area, be it basketball or dancing, and building toys
that never got built from last Christmas, the students got
the chance to make a difference in the lives of the foster
families. The most rewarding part of our trip was to see
the smiles and hear the giggles as we interacted with those in need in our community.
Coming up in the near future for THRIVE is our 2016 WINTER RETREAT taking place at
Black Rock Retreat center in LANCASTER, Pa from February 5th -7th Please contact Jake
Fairfield at jumcyouth@verizon.net for more information. Also the date for the 2016
SUMMER MISSIONS TRIP has been set for the last week of June into July!!! More details
to follow. We are also very excited for our open mic/ lip singing battle on Dec. 4th
Please continue to pray for our students and the work that God is doing in and through them,
and please keep the retreats in your prayers, that God would encounter us there as well.
Blessings, Jake Fairfield
Jarrettown United Methodist Men’s Ministry is off to an awesome start and we
are about to embark on an adventure. An adventurous journey that will be life
changing for all of us and all the people around us.
What can we expect on this journey? Our GPS (Gods Positioning System)
will; shine a light on those dark and treacherous roads in order to build us up against spiritual warfare;
help us avoid construction delays by serving our church through servant leadership and finally highlight
some of the alternate routes we need to take to put our faith into action by extending our reach out to
the community to represent the love of Christ to all. It is an adventure that we personally want you to
take with us and frankly we need you.
How can you get started? Start small with us by being a part of the fellowship at our upcoming
Men’s gathering and breakfast on the first Saturday of each month; 12/5/15, 1/9/16, and 2/6/16 in the
Fellowship Hall. If you have any special needs or require our help in getting there, please just let us
know. We want you to be a part of this adventure with us. And if there is someone you want to bring,
please invite them because this adventure is one we will want to share.
In Christ’s service and love, Ray and Tom
Saturday Mornings Devotions
Please join our men’s group for fellowship and reflection as we discuss Scripture and it’s relevance to
men today. Our schedule continues Dec 5 & 19, Jan 9 & 16 and Feb 6 & 20 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:45 a.m.
in the Friendship Center. This is a BYOC event (Bring Your Own Coffee). No prior reading is required. If
you have any questions, contact Barry Rose at 215-887-2018 or gbrsoccer@aol.com
Men’s Breakfast—Join us on Saturdays for a program, fellowship and breakfast! December 5, January
9th and February 6th at 8am in the Fellowship Hall.
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Our AID FOR FRIENDS group meets on the third Tuesday of each month in Fellowship Hall from around 5:30 or so to assemble and package meals for our AFF
freezer. We usually prepare 80 meals from a pre-selected menu and can always
accept gifts of individual desserts (in sealed sandwich or snack bags) or cash support to help pay for the foods used. Of course, we'd love to have you join us - the
more the merrier. For ways to help, contact Carole McGlumphy or Michele Scholtz.
Rachel Circle now meets every other month on the first Tuesday at 7pm to cook for AFF.

Ambler Community Cupboard

thank all of you who give generous donations to help those in need.
Their motto is "Neighbors helping neighbors," and by donating food, laundry detergent and paper goods, you
are helping those people in our communities who are experiencing a difficult time in their lives. The
cupboard also has a boutique which is free to clients. They have counseling, nurse screenings, financial and
emergency services. We have an ongoing need for toilet tissue, personal soap, paper towels,
detergents, cleaning supplies. Please leave your items in the box marked “Feeding the Hungry” in the
Mission Center.

North Hills Food Cupboard - for over a year, volunteers from Jarrettown UMC have been serving the
North Hills Community located on Girard Street. We serve more than 50 individuals, families and seniors
who are food insecure. The cupboard receives inventory from the Ambler Community Cupboard, Philabundance and government surplus, along with individual donations. Our volunteers sort the donations on
Tuesday mornings from 9am to 11am (VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH RECEIVING AND
INVENTORING DONATIONS), and on Thursdays from 9am to 11am our volunteers serve the clients.
The cupboard is also open to clients on Tuesday evenings from 7pm to 8:30pm.

If you can help with this outreach, please contact Pastor Walt.
St Philip’s Community Meal The mission of St. Philip’s church is to share with others the gift of
God’s love through our service, compassion, witness and life together. We are committed to
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ through word and deed, calling people to salvation in
Christ and to live the tenets of Christian faith in love and service to others.
September 2016 marks the 16th year of St. Phillip’s mission outreach program. Every
Wednesday, we serve a hot meal to 65 needy people. Your support both spiritually and
financially enables us to continue the
ministry. Praise God for his love, direction and
JUMC service to others. JUMC’s on-going food donations help to supplement our food
cupboard. We provide a bag of dry groceries every week to about 12 poor and
needy families.

Your support of twin sized sheet sets and blankets are always
welcome for the “Beds for Kids” OHAAT program! Collection bin in
the mission hallway.
On the second Saturday of every month at 7:30am, a team of men and women from JUMC meet in the parking lot of Gloria Dei Church at the warehouse of
a ministry known as OHAAT (“One House At A Time”). Our purpose in doing that
is to help OHAAT fulfill its ministry to Philadelphia’s disadvantaged children,
delivering mattresses, bed frames, personal hygiene items, books, and bedclothes to the families of kids who have been sleeping on bare floors, or in
bathtubs, or even in cardboard boxes.
If the Lord is moving you to join us on one of these delivery days, please
contact Pastor Walt at pastorwalt@verizon.net. Typically, we are finished for the
day by noon.
Red Cross Blood drive October 28—The bloodmobile at Temple Sinai
on Thursday resulted in 89 people donating 88 units of blood which is
being processed into 254 blood components for patients of our hospitals. This is
at a time of very low blood supplies. Thanks to all who donated. The next blood
drive will be at Chelten church on Thursday January 7 from 1:30 to 7:15. If you
are able, make this a Christmas gift for those in our hospitals by scheduling your
donation in December and coming in the new year.

Socks for Shelters Thank you for your generosity for our
gifts of warmth collection for the winter trip. For our spring trip
to the Welcome Church, (March 2016, we will meet in JUMC
parking lot at 1:45), along with warm socks, we will be collecting toiletries—small
bottles of lotion, shampoo, soaps, wash cloths, deodorant, toothpaste/brush,
manicure sets, small brushes/combs.

LAUREL HOUSE OF NORRISTOWN SERVING MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOR 35
YEARS — Laurel House is a shelter for those who are fleeing their

Also, Wednesday’s Community Lunch continues two other program components each week a bible study and a devotions period before lunch. We are feeding people both physically and
spiritually. We experience great fellowship at lunch. And, it is exciting at our prayer time to have folk sharing prayer requests.

We continue to need the following food items for the cupboard program:
Canned Fruits/Veggies/Tuna/Beef Stew, Cereal, PB&J, Mac & Cheese, Pasta Products.
Please leave your items in the box marked Feeding the Hungry in the Mission Center.
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home, or place of shelter because of feeling unsafe. The mission of
Laurel House is to provide a safe haven for abused women and their
children, to bring awareness to the public and advocate for social
change against Domestic Abuse.
Laurel’s Loft sells gently used clothing (less than 5 years old), housewares, jewelry, shoes
and handbags. They are located at 1801 N. Broad St. Lansdale, (215-368-6037) and their
hours are Mon, Wed, Fri, 10:00 to 5:00; Tues, Thurs 10:00 to 7:00; Sat 10:00 to 4:00;
Closed Sunday.
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JUMC WOMEN’S MINISTRY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
RESOURCE BOOKLETS available from the church office and Welcome Center. Call

Want to make your giving as easy (and secure) as possible? Then pull up our website
(www.jarrettown.church) and click the green “Online Giving button” and follow the
easy step by step directions. We accept most major credit cards.

the church office if you would like additional information.
WAWA SHORTIE COUPONS—4 for $15—Like hoagies? Then help us with offsetting
the cost of the Women’s Retreat. Available in the Welcome Center and church office.
UMW READING PROGRAM—The new program started in January with some new books
for the new year. Anyone interested in learning about the UMW Reading Program can contact
the church office.

It has been quite a while since the Finance Committee had a conversation with the congregation. Let us bring you up to date on some topics and invite any comments or questions.
We have had an uplifting year in terms of your response to Council Chair Greg Diehl’s
address last winter. Your increased giving and membership has put Jarrettown in a better
fiscal position than in the past few seasons. Currently, financial reports at the end of October
show that while we are still in a deficit, it’s a much smaller deficit than we have experienced
in five or six years. Copies of these statements are available; feel free to pick one up or
request a copy. If there’s something you don’t understand, call one of the Finance members.
Traditionally, the last two months of the year are when the largest offerings “dig us out of
the hole.” If that tradition holds true this year, we will begin to climb out of the fiscal
doldrums and so we are praying that the Lord continues to inspire you to contribute to His
works.
In that vein, most of you are not aware of the Trustee Committee’s 20-year plan for the
maintenance and long-term improvements for our church. In the 2016 budget there is a new
line for just that plan. While the $30,000 annual amount may seem like a pretty hefty sum,
there are a few pretty hefty price tags for things that will need to be considered in (rapidly)
coming years—the parking lot alone, when it needs to be repaved, will cost well over
$100,000. The Ark, unless it is repaired in spots, will not be around for the 200th anniversary
of the church. The most immediate expenditure is going to be the painting of the sanctuary,
replacement of the draping behind the cross and new carpeting. As always, any congregant is
more than welcome to share resources or ideas with the Trustees that will make sure we
continue to have a beautiful space in which to worship.
While we’re considering the long-term maintenance of our church, let’s consider the longterm financial health of our church a whole. If it’s in your heart to help with projects in the
future, think about a legacy gift that can be directed to the funding of the 20-year plan or to
our missions. There are many avenues to be explored—talk with your financial planner or
with at trusted friend on the Trustee Finance Committee.
If you did not attend our most recent Charge Conference, you can obtain a booklet from the
Welcome Center. Part of the information in that booklet is the 2016 budget. You will see that
for the most part, there is no increase from 2015 with the exception of the Capital improvements line discussed above. The Finance Committee believes that when the congregation is
informed about the church finances and is invited to participate, we have a healthier and
more co-operative environment in which to do God’s work. We invite you to be an active,
informed and challenged congregation.

WHAT WE’VE GOT COMING UP: CHRISTMAS TEA
JUMC Women’s Ministry Christmas Tea
Saturday, December 12, 2015
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.—Fellowship Hall
PLEASE JOIN US! Everyone is welcome to attend the UMW
Christmas Tea. Invite friends and family to join in fellowship and get into the Christmas spirit!
We want to make it easy for you to join us! You can sign up in the Welcome Center
or contact Donna Gastner 215-350-9987 or rndgastner@comcast.net with any
questions.

As part of our 150th Anniversary Celebration, we recognize the following for
45 and 50 years of membership here at Jarrettown Church:

JUMC Membership for over 50 years:
Bob & Patricia Beckett
John Cordes
Kathryn Davey
Bette Eyer Derr
Nancy Eddy
Mildred Fernsler
Audrey Herr

Mildred Jurgens
Eileen Kantner
Russ & Elsie Maynard
Gayle Michener
Joan Finnegan Skiffington
Stan & Eleanor Stevenson
Anna Mae Twaddle

JUMC Membership for over 45 years:
Hal & Ruth Almond
Harry & Elva Beisswenger
Margorie Breder
Ross Brightwell
Bud & Virginia Brown
John Caldwell
Sam & Claire Clayton
Stephana Clower
Beryl Davis
Steven Eyer
Joe Faulkner
Jean Hartigan

Walt & Suzanne Mayer
Ralph & Ruth Meister
Carol Moffatt
Cheryl Newton
Shirley Newton
Barbara Rose
Joanne Schuler
Evelyn Stevenson
Harold & Jane Walker
Nancy West

Sincerely, Finance Committee
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December’s Mission of the
Month


INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER OF JUMC? - Leave your name at the
Welcome Center, or contact the church office and we will contact you when we schedule
the next New Members Orientation.



Would you like a NAME TAG for services & events? Help those around you get to know
you? Be a part of a welcoming church? Let us know on your blue sheet or contact church
office. Magnetic tag—cost donation welcome.



Our congregation is growing! We are in need of volunteers for the NURSERY. Please call
the church office if you can help out once a month or so in this important ministry.

AID FOR FRIENDS serves the isolated homebound year round with meals,
but Christmas and Hanukkah are especially important. “Gifts of Warmth”
such as nightgowns, robes and pajamas are greatly needed. Fleece jogging
suits, cardigans, sweaters and full sized warm blankets, pillows and pillow
cases are also appreciated.
A “Gift of Warmth” box will be in the narthex during December, prior to
Christmas. The AFF clients will thank you for your thoughtfulness.

DECORATING COMMITTEE—Do you like to decorate? We are looking to build
up our decorating team for the changing of the seasons here at church. If you
are interested in joining this team, please contact Wendy at the church office.

HOSPITALITY & WELCOME CENTER—Friendly faces needed to man this
station and welcome visitors before and after each service.

NURSERY Volunteers needed!

Better Moms Make a Braver World: Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is a
community of women who share the concerns of caring for infants,
toddlers, and preschoolers, get a little creative with crafts, and learn
skills we can use to be even better Christian mothers. We meet the
first and third Thursday of every month from September to May
from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Jarrettown United Methodist Church.
If you would like to meet us, please contact Katie Wenger at iamhistoo@gmail.com
or 717-808-0499.
Do You Enjoy Working with Children? We are looking for a few teens or adults to
help babysit children while MOPS members attend their bi-monthly meetings. Only
two hours of your time is needed. Your service is greatly appreciated! If you are
interested, please contact Katie Wenger at iamhistoo@gmail.com or 717-808-0499.
All women are invited to join us for SATURDAY SANCTUARY on Saturdays at 8am
for devotional study as it relates to our lives. The group meets at Connie
Damon's home.
Please contact Connie at 215-643-6086 or at conniedamon@verizon.net
if you have any questions.
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Is an organization operating in the five-county area in and around Philadelphia. They supply food to cupboards (like the one we operate in North
Hills), shelters and kitchens, neighborhood markets (FourSquare in Chester) and individuals in need. Volunteers from schools, universities, corporations and other
churches are scheduled throughout the month to work in these different endeavors. Our group
of volunteers from Jarrettown are scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month to work in
the warehouse at Packer Ave in South Philly. We leave our parking lot at 5pm sharp and return
by 9/9:30pm. We never know what they have for us to do until we arrive and check in. Packing
“senior boxes”, sorting /boxing frozen meats, cleaning the warehouse to get ready for inspection are just a few of the tasks waiting for us. There’s no need to pre-register, just show up in
the parking lot on the 4th Tuesday at 5pm and there will be room for you to tag along.

As we near the end of our 5th year of growing vegetables, fruit and herbs to donate to Manna
on Main Street and North Hills Food Cupboards, we thank God for blessing our
efforts to do His work by helping to feed those in need. 38 gardeners from our
congregation faithfully tended their garden beds by planting, weeding, watering
and harvesting over 8,948 pounds of produce since 2011.
This year we tailored our planting to reflect vegetables we learned are most
desirable for the clients at the cupboards. Always popular are Collards, Okra, potatoes,
tomatoes and beans. We also supplied radishes, beets, carrots, peppers, parsley and chives,
pears. An addition to our garden this year were 6 blueberry plants which produced fruit
desirable not only to our clients, but also to the deer and birds.
The beds are now in the process of being winterized. We continue to harvest the very-hearty
Collards which seem to keep going and going, mindless of cold weather. All gardeners, in
addition to additional volunteers who did weighing and delivering, help with hoses, providing
leaves for mulch, delivery of mulch, are all to be to be commended in making our season a
success. Already plans are being made for the 2016 season as we evaluate what worked and
what could be improved.
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2015 Missions Happenings *** Check out the Missions Hallway!

Operation Christmas Child, November, 2015
THANK YOU to everybody who contributed, wrapped, stuffed and prayed for the shoeboxes that we prepared for Operation Christmas Child. Last Monday, we delivered 186
boxes to the drop-off point—That’s 36 more than our goal of 150!!!! They’ll now be
traveling to North Carolina for processing before heading off to the children who will
receive them in time for Christmas. Next year . . . 200?
Aid For Friends, September—November, 2015
Thanks to the many different groups donate meals, etc. for AFF including our own
Tuesday night group, UMW Circles, the youth group and individuals from the congregation, Jarrettown is listed among the churches that donate up to 2,000 meals a year!
This fall our frozen meal donations were 470 meals!

NOTES FROM LIVING HOPE HIGH SCHOOL/ORPHANAGE:
Marilyn Uhl, Founder and Director of Living Hope High School/Orphanage in
Bungoma, Kenya says “Praise God again for the new Van.” Currently, the area is
experiencing the effects of El Nino so the dirt roads are impassable- at least 6” of mud
and many holes in the roads. The old 2-wheel drive vehicle would not be functioning,
but the new van goes right through. She is able to drive to buy food for the children
and to drive ill children for medical help. She adds, “Thank you, Jarrettown
Church, from the bottom of my heart.”
Marilyn was excited to share that Ivan Chetambe, one of the students at the
school has been chosen to be a featured speaker at the 2017 WV United Methodist
Annual Conference. He is currently, she says, our head boy for the school, an outstanding speaker, fine singer and great dancer. She feels her Methodist brethren are in
for a great treat. The WV Bishop has been responsible for generating the funds for
Ivan to come to the U.S. for a month. What an honor for Living Hope.

Food Cupboard Donations, September—November, 2015
PLEASE SEE OUR ARTICLE ON PAGE 12. This fall, the Thanksgiving donations from
JUMC offerings totaled 231.5 lbs!! This total included 40 completed Thanksgiving food
bags for the clients, who also received a frozen turkey.

THE SHOES, OH THE SHOES! Thanks for United Methodist Women in
WV 1385 lb. of shoes were donated and are now being sent by boat to Bungoma.
Marilyn says it means that 100’s of children and adults in the surrounding area will
finally have a pair of shoes to wear instead of the flip flops they made out of discarded
bicycle tires.

One House at a Time (OHAAT), September—November, 2015
Along with committing to the 2nd Saturday of each month for OHAAT bed deliveries,
we collected around 70 items for the Bed’s for Kid’s program this fall. These donations
included assorted stuffed animals, blankets, bedding and books.

My “adopted daughter”, Zabby, says she’s counting the days until my anticipated arrival at Living Hope on Jan. 4. I will leave Philadelphia on December 30th, fly
to Amsterdam where I will meet my 11 teammates from WV, and then fly on to
Nairobi and then go by rented van to Bungoma. I am busy assembling supplies I will
take in my 2nd suitcase for the children. Just today I received a dozen UNO games a
friend purchased and donated. I’ve collected towels, toothbrushes, lotion, shampoo,
soap- all items difficult for Marilyn to secure for the students. I am making plans for
continuing work with the Choir I formed last year when I was there. Also, I will be
helping with medical testing of students and staff as we continue to help with immunizations and treatment of diseases.

Jesus Victory Garden
Hard work and God’s blessings have netted over 1,700 pounds of produce this season
to feed those in need.
Philabundance
Is an organization operating in the five-county area in and around Philadelphia. We
leave our parking lot at 5pm sharp and return by 9/9:30pm. There’s no need to
pre-register, just show up in the parking lot on the 4th Tuesday at 5pm and there will
be room for you to tag along. In October, along with other volunteers, we sorted and
packed 2,800lbs of meats and poultry! We also labeled 2,300lbs of canned peas.
Socks for Shelters
In November we once again went to the Church Without Walls in Logan Square and
distributed an abundance of sleeping bags, blankets, coats, socks, gloves, scarves and
hats. In addition, we will be collecting toiletries (small bottles of lotion, shampoo,
soaps, wash cloths, deodorant, toothpaste/brush, manicure sets, small brushes/combs)
for our Spring trip.
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I ask for your prayers as I return to an area where safety is an issue and
where witch-craft and voodoo are practiced. Please ask God to bless our efforts as we
share God’s love with the students. Pray also that His word will be carried by the
students and by the Team into the bush beyond the school grounds as we seek to let
others know He loves them and that our God want them to follow Him.
Bwana Asifiwi! (Praise God!) He is good ALL THE TIME!
Connie Damon,
Serving with the United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
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